
Week 6: Setting Up Class Notebook/Rite of Passages 

  Instructions: This week we are going to have two things going on. First for those with a stable internet 

connection and access to a computer I would like you to sign up and use class notebook to complete this 

week’s assignments. If you do not have access to a computer or internet packets will still be distributed to you. 

For everyone else I would like to start switching over to using class notebook in accordance with what HMS 

administration has asked up to do. The topic we will be covering in Ancient Rome is Festivals and Milestones. 

This can include important dates or holidays in Rome and milestones like coming of age ceremonies. 

Schedule for the May 4th – May 8th 

May 4th   
Setting Up Class Notebook/Uploading Old Work onto Class Notebook  

May 5th 
Read One Rite of Passage Definition/Explanation 

May 6th  
Read About One Rite of Passage on Class Notebook and Respond (Different One from ELA) 

May 7th  
Journal Entry 

May 8th 

Begin work on Rite of Passage for your Mythical World (Complete Steps 1 &2, we will work on the Hero’s 
Myth next week) 

 
Explanation of This Week: 
 The purpose of this week is to focus on setting up class notebook for those who are able to and learn 
about Rites of Passage in the Ancient World. Some examples are from Rome others are from other cultures. I 
tried to include a good mix. This week is designed to be a lighter week work wise. Some people are feeling 
overwhelmed while others don’t have enough to do. We are trying to accommodate by providing some 
flexibility this week. If you are caught up, go ahead and start looking at class notebook. If you are still trying to 
get caught up focus on that. If you are making good pace but need a break just do the assignments this week 
and come back to class notebook. As always reach out via remind or email if you need assistance. 
 
Logging in to Office 365: 
Email: First Five Letters of Your Last Name + First Three Letters of Your First Name + 
000@northmasonschools.org. Example Student Email: stringzac000@northmasonschools.org 
Password: You should know this I do not know your password. 
 
Forgot Your Password: 
If you forgot your password, you can email tech to have your password reset. Normally tech resets all 
passwords to NMSD@403. You use this email to contact tech sruthruff@northmasonschools.org for reset. 
 

Mr. Stringham Contact for Social Studies MK Plas Contact for Social Studies 
Email:  zstringham@northmasonschools.org  
Virtual Office Hours M-F, 11-3 or by Appointment 
1st – remind.com/join/eag8dag6c9  
2nd – remind.com/join/47c79h3k69  
3rd – remind.com/join/bh2fg29h97  
5th – remind.com/join/k3efd96ke4  
6th – remind.com/join/4hbag6ae83 

mplas@northmasonschools.org 
Office Hours M-F 10-4 
Zoom Meetings Tues/Thurs 11 a.m. 
Mtg ID  945307602 
Code 027277 
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Materials for May 4th 

Disclaimer: If you do not have access to a computer or internet you can ignore this lesson. Alternatively, if you 
are too overwhelmed at the moment you can come back to this when you have time.  
 

What is Class Notebook? and How Do I Use It? 

Directions: Class notebook is an online notebook that allows communication between student and 

teacher, full class and teacher, and student to student. In order to login and view their class notebook 

students will need to log on to their student account.  

To do this type in Office 365 into your search engine (google, firefox, safari, etc). Once logged in to 

Office 365 students should check their student email (on office this is called outlook). In their email they 

should have an email from me sharing the class notebook for their class period. If they click on the link it 

should take them to the class notebook. Alternatively, if they go to their OneDrive or OneNote they should see 

a class notebook in their file.  Once they are logged onto the class notebook there should be a welcome screen 

that give some simple directions to follow. It will ask them to go to the collaboration space and type a short 

comment. This will allow me to see who has been able to access the class notebook and who has not. 

You should see something that looks like this: 

 



 The front welcome page will have a set of quick instructions just asking your student to check in on a page I 

created under the COLLABORATION SPACE. There will be instructions to write a quick hello and you may see 

other students’ comments on there already as well. 

 

How to Upload Old Work onto Class Notebook: 

 Every student has a set of premade folders under their student account that I have already created for them 

to access and use for storing of work. Inside each folder students can add additional pages to organize their work. 

Use titles and label your work to make it easier to view. You should be able to copy and paste the photos of work 

that have already been sent in onto the PICTURES OF SCHOOLWORK folder. I’m asking all students who are able to 

please upload their work from the previous weeks onto the class notebook. 

 

This is what your student should see when they click on their name on class notebook: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Materials for 5th and 6th  

Rites of Passage Reading Logs 

Directions: In a paragraph, summarize what you have learned about the two Rites of Passage you read this 

week.  

How to Write a Paragraph 

A paragraph is a group of sentences that express an idea or explore a specific aspect of a topic. When writing, 
make sure that each paragraph has these 5 components.  

1. Create a topic sentence. A topic sentence tells you what this paragraph will be about.  

Today, I learned about a rite of passage in … 

2. Explain your topic.  

A rite of passage is... 

3. Give an example and/or evidence. 

An example of a specific rite of passage test in... 

4. Explain the example and/or evidence. 

In this rite of passage, people have to... to prove... If they succeed, the result is... If they fail, the result is... 

5. Complete the paragraph’s idea or transition into the next idea. 

I enjoyed learning about this rite of passage because... 

Rite of Passage Explanation: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Choice Rite of Passage: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Rites of Passage  

Everyone has experienced some “Rites of Passage;” we have all gone through some sort of change 

or growth in life, whether it was puberty or maybe in athletic competition. There is something 

ceremonial about growing up and becoming a man or woman.  

Some take this rite early and some take it later, but in the end we all go through something extreme 

to become the man or woman we’re expected to be. But what is a rite of passage really?  

What is a Rite of Passage?  
Traditionally, a rite of passage is a ritual event that marks a person’s transition between childhood and full 

inclusion into a tribe or social group. The concept of the rite of passage explores and describes various other 

milestones in an individual’s life when their social status is forever altered.  

Imagine transitions from puberty, year seven to high school, coming of age, marriage and death. Initiation 

ceremonies such as baptism, akika, upanayana, confirmation and Bar or Bat Mitzvah are considered important 

rites of passage in their respective religions. Initiation rites are seen as fundamental to human growth and 

development as well as socialization in many communities.  

Again, in today’s society most initiation rites are done through sports, fraternities, or religion. These rites 

function by ritually marking the transition of someone to full group membership. It also links individuals to the 

community and the community to the broader and more potent spiritual world.  

Initiation rites are a natural and necessary part of a community, just as arms and legs are an extension of the 

human body. These rites are paramount to the development of an individual as well as the community.  

Most of the ancient rites of passage can be separated and classified into five groups. Rite to Birthright, Rite to 

Adulthood, Rite to Marriage, Rite to Eldership and Rite to Ancestorship. Although there are five different rites 

of passage, they can more or less be distilled down to three steps: Separation, Transition, and Reincorporation.  

Step 1: SEPARATION  

The initial stage of the traditional rite of passage is the separation. During this phase an initiate is separated, 

either literally or figuratively, from his or her former life. During the separation phase, the individual’s past is 

expelled as the initiate prepares a new life.  

This is much like a young man starting his transition into college football, the trials of entering a 

fraternity/sorority, or a civilian joining a branch of the military.  

Step 2: TRANSITION  

The second stage of the traditional rite of passage is the transition. During this phase, the initiate is in a state of 

transformation, or for the faithful, limbo. The individual is no longer part of his or her old life, but not yet fully 

inducted into a new one. The transition is usually marked by a series of tests deeming whether the initiate is 

worthy of this new life.  

In ancient times the initiate’s test usually included some form or pain, circumcision, defecation, endurance, 

and/or hallucinogens. Our modern-day equivalent translates to the rigorous selection process of boot camp, the 

young Jewish boy committing the Torah to memory, or spring training camp and tryouts for the collegiate 

football player.  

Step 3: REINCORPORATION  

The third and final chapter for the initiate is reincorporation. After the individual proves himself or herself 

worthy through a series of tests, the initiate is welcomed back into society and given a grand celebration of their 

new life.  

The football player makes the final cut and is welcomed to the team, the young Jewish boy celebrates his 

passage into manhood with a Bar Mitzvah, and, for the recruit, the transition from civilian to soldier is 

complete.  

During all phases of the process, the elders who have previously gone through the ritual themselves guide the 

young initiate on his or her journey. By controlling the rite of passage, the community decides when a boy 

becomes a man, a girl becomes a woman, or a civilian becomes a soldier.  
  



Article #2  
 
Land Diving  

Land Diving is both a harvest ritual and a rite of passage amongst the tribes of the small pacific island of 

Vanuatu. The origin of land diving reportedly comes from the legend of a woman who was dissatisfied with her 

husband, Tamaliel.  

She fled to the jungle where she climbed a banyan tree after her husband pursued her. Tamaliel began 

climbing the tree after her and, after tying lianas vines around her ankles, she jumped to escape.  

Tamaliel jumped after her but, having failed to tie lianas to his ankles, plummeted to his death. The men 

of the Pentecost Island in Vanuatu climb a rickety 98-foot-tall tower, tie vines to their ankles, and dive to the 

ground, falling at speeds reaching up to 45 mph. When a dive goes correctly, the person gets close enough to 

touch his shoulders or his head to the earth.  

However, if a dive goes incorrectly, things can get messy. Unlike bungee jumping, these vines aren’t 

elastic and a miscalculation in vine length could lead to broken legs, cracked skulls, or even death.  

Boys begin participation at about age 7 or 8, though they usually are permitted to jump from a shorter tower. 

When a boy jumps, his mother throws an item from the boy’s childhood off the tower, extinguishing the 

remnants of his youth and completing the transition to adulthood.  

 

Materials for 7th 

 

Journal Entry: I am asking you to write a journal entry today. By now most of you 

should understand the idea. Today I would like you to focus on one of two things 

for your writing. What new skill have you learned? Or How have you helped 

someone out this week. Students have been writing about all sorts of things this in 

their journal entries. Some people are learning to cook for the first time while 

others are learning to do your own laundry. I want you to explore and think about 

these two things in your writing. You should be spending 20 to 30 minutes on your 

journal entry. If you haven’t learned a new skill spend some time thinking about 

what you might want to learn  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Materials for 8th 

Creating Your Own Rite of Passage 

 Almost every culture has their own Rite of Passage. Some are as simple as passing your 

driver’s license test or graduating high school. Other Rites of Passage can be quite complex or 

dangerous such as the examples you read about earlier this week like the bullet ant glove or 

land-diving test. ELA and Social Studies are now asking you to create your own Rite of Passage 

for the mythical world you have been building. 

Things to keep in mind: 

• Your task should be difficult but not impossible. 

o For example, to prove strength, a person would have to swim across a powerful 

river. That’s difficult, but not impossible. Impossible would be a person needing to 

swim across an ocean. 

• It needs to make sense with the world you have been creating.  

o For example, if your world is a covered in giant forest, having someone surf a 

dangerous wave to demonstrate bravery wouldn’t make sense. However, being 

able to survive three days in the wilderness without supplies could be a good rite 

of passage in showing whether a person is resourceful and able to contribute to 

their community’s survival. 

• This might be a new opportunity to create a new aspect of your world. 

o You add a new region to your world that is only traveled to in order to preform 

the ritual. You can explore a different part of your world or culture. Do they travel 

by boat or horse to their destination? Look at your world what does it need or 

what do you want it to have. 

Guidelines: 

There are three steps that make up a Rite of Passage (this can be found in the content library 

on class notebook or in the packet as one the preselected articles). They can be summed up as 

Separation, Transition, and Reincorporation. This is very similar to the heroes’ journey we 

learned about earlier in the year in ELA and Social Studies. 

What You Are Creating: 

You will be creating a sacred or historically important document for your culture. It should be 

something that would be useful to historians if found in the future. It needs to contain three 

pieces.  

1.  Identify the value that your rite of passage shows. Most rite of passages are meant to 

prove to your society that you are strong, fast or clever. Your rite of passage should do 



the same. For example, if your Myth World values patience, a person can prove their 

patience by helping answer 100 questions of 100 small children. Or if your society values 

hard work, a person will need to learn how to build and construct a home for someone in 

need. 

2. Create an instruction manual documenting how to perform your rite of passage. It 

should include all three steps read about in the rite of passage. You should be able to 

write at least a paragraph for each step. 

3. Write a hero’s myth. Your document should also contain the story of a person who is 

important to your world completing the ritual.  

 

Outline Ideas: 

My Mythological World’s 3 Main Values: 

• ------------------------------------------- 

• ------------------------------------------- 

• ------------------------------------------- 

Circle or highlight ONE value you want to focus on for your Rite of Passage. 

1. Separation: Does an individual have to leave their town? Country? World? Or is 

this person simply isolated, locked away? Do they go to a special, sacred space or 

to a dangerous place for testing? 

 

2. Transition:  What trial or test does this person go through that forces them to 

become an adult member of their society? Remember, this test needs to be hard. 

People will have failed it. That’s why it’s such a big deal when people succeed. 

However, it shouldn’t be impossible. 

 

3. Reincorporation: How do people celebrate the success of a person? Do they get a 

gift?  A special object? Wear a special type of clothing marking them as mature 

and different from their peers? A tattoo? Is there a joyous party or a serious 

ceremony? If someone fails, what happens to the person? What are the 

consequences? 

 

 


